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Your Questions
• We review questions from prior week’s webinar and from our pre-webinar 

survey and phone calls
– Cannot respond to all questions asked during webinar

• This week’s top categories:
– Symptoms at school/ Home isolation / Quarantine
– Testing
– Isolation rooms
– “It’s getting real… questions”

• Enter your questions in the QUESTION BOX – we cannot respond to raised hands



• 6,613,331 Total Cases
• 196,277 Total Deaths
• 269,769 Cases in Last 7 Days

COVID-19 in Arizona
• 211,660 cases (+4,658 in 

past week)
– Confirmed and probable

• 5,409 deaths

Data updated: 9/17/20

Cumulative Case Counts Cumulative Case Rates 
per 100,000 population

National Data from CDC



COVID-19 in Maricopa County
• 137,869 cases in 

Maricopa
– Confirmed + probable*
– +1,676 from last week

• 3,124 (2%) deaths

Data updated: 9/16/20



Lab Testing Data – Maricopa County
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Update! MCDPH Data Dashboard
• New this week 

– FAQs
– What Happens After Re-Opening

• Also available
– Historical case rates
– Look under “About the Data”

*The color shown is the highest for all three metrics
*Data includes current and prior week data

https://www.maricopa.gov/5594/School-Metrics



UNCHANGED! Quarantine 
• Quarantine –any close contact of a positive case (<6 feet for >10 

minutes) must quarantine for 14 days
– Essential workers may work during their quarantine period, following strict 

masking and hygiene protocols, as long as they do not have any 
symptoms

• Household members of people with COVID-like illness do NOT need 
to quarantine unless that person ultimately tests positive.

• Continue to wear masks, physically distance, practice hand hygiene, and monitor for 
symptoms

• A negative COVID test result during the QUARANTINE period does 
NOT enable release from quarantine



REMINDER! Isolation – Positive Test
• A test-positive case must isolate for a minimum of 10 days + 24 

hours fever-free and improvement in symptoms
– Essential workers who test positive must also isolate



REMINDER! Isolation – COVID Unknown
• A person with COVID-related symptoms must isolate for a 

minimum of 10 days + 24 hours fever-free and improvement in 
symptoms
– Essential workers who have COVID-related symptoms must also 

isolate

• If the symptomatic person is tested and has a negative result, 
that person may return once 24 hours fever-free and 
improvement in symptoms



REMINDER! Case Reporting Process
• MCDPH receives report of COVID-19 cases (from labs, schools, etc.
• If the report is from a school:

– MCDPH verifies a positive laboratory report exists, if not already reported 
by the laboratory

– MCDPH completes case investigation
• If case (or guardian) is not available, MCDPH will work with the school POC

– Investigation determines if/when school was exposed and works with 
school POC to identify/notify close contacts
• Multiple pathways of close contact notification!

– MCDPH sends follow-up email with recommendations discussed with 
school POC



REMINDER! Case Reporting Process
• MCDPH starts the outlined process within 24 hours (usually 

sooner than that) of receiving the report of a case
• If the case is school-reported:

– MCDPH will call the POC to let them know we are starting the 
outlined process and to help set expectations for timing/follow-up

• We will do our best to keep school POCs in the loop if there are 
delays in the process (i.e., cannot track down a positive lab, 
etc.)



REMINDER! Information Sharing
• We identified a need to increase transparency with schools, 

facilitate the school’s ability to support the case & for the 
identification of any siblings in other schools that need 
quarantine exclusion. 

• As of 9/4, MCDPH leadership has approved a modification in 
our policies to allow public health to share COVID-19 case 
name with the school POC (K-12), regardless of exposure being 
identified or the case needing further exclusion.



New! Guidance has posted
• Isolation rooms
• Ventilation/Air Quality
• Transportation
• Food Service
• PPE & Infection Control
• Playgrounds

(Included in Cleaning & Disinfection)

https://www.maricopa.gov/5493/K-12-Schools-and-Childcare-Facilities#guidance



Testing
• Average wait for test results

– Rapid tests
– Send-out tests

• Accuracy of tests at onset of symptoms
– PCR
– Antigen

• Testing will NOT enable an early release from quarantine



MCDPH Links for Testing Sites

www.Maricopa.gov/covid19
testing



ADHS Links for Testing Sites 

https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-
epidemiology/index.php#novel-coronavirus-testing

• Check sites for free testing



Outbreak Questions
• At what level of outbreak do you recommend closing a school?
• What will be the process for notifying the public and shutting 

down classrooms when COVID cases are confirmed? 



COMING SOON! Parent information line
• Call center to address parent/family concerns

– Focused on questions around outbreaks
– General questions will also be answered

• Soft launch coming early next week



UPDATE: Testing for Exposed Students/Staff
• Working on a system to assist exposed students and staff 

testing with partner laboratories in the county
• Many conversations being had about this currently – more 

information to come (hopefully next week)!



• Cloth and disposable masks 
are most effective 

• Neck Gaiters and Bandanas 
are less effective 
– If used, double up the layers 

and use a poly-cotton blend

• DO NOT use valve masks!
• Face coverings are shipping 

now



Where to Find Previously Covered
Return to School Information
• Previous Webinars and Slides can be found on the Maricopa 

County Public Health website along with updated guidance

https://www.maricopa.gov/5493/K-12-
Schools-and-Childcare-Facilities



Reminder! Hearing & Vision Screening

https://azdhs.gov/prevention/womens-childrens-health/ocshcn/index.php#hearing-screening



Questions?
• Please visit Maricopa.gov/coronavirus
• SchoolHealth@maricopa.gov

– (602)-506-6767 
– This webinar will be posted to our website



• Just here to copy/paste for next week’s slides


